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32  March, 2017 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
 
Thank you for forwarding us the declaration by your legal officer regarding the position of   Mr. 
Rien van Beemen. The Government Press Office is satisfied with this announcement . 
 
In addition, we received the advice of Israel's Ambassador to Holland, H.E. Aviv Shir-On, 
following his meeting with Mr. Peter Vandermeersch; his input contributed to our decision to 
reinstate the GPO's recognition of NRC Handelsblad as a Media Organization in accordance with 
our rules. We welcome the direct dialogue with NRC and find it essential in resolving any 
concern or disagreement at present or future. 
 
As for correspondent Derk Walters, I'm afraid that things are more complicated. 
His continued work in Israel for months without a work permit is strictly against regulations. As 
opposed to what was explained to us. We find it hard to believe that it was a mere 
misunderstanding. Even if conceived as a misunderstanding, at the very least Mr. Walters 
should have responded to the letter. Not doing so and turning immediately to diplomatic 
channels was a costly mistake. 
 
The foregoing leads us to decide to extend Mr. Walters visa by 3 months only, in order to allow 
NRC the time to find a substitute as per its recently stated intention. To do that, we expect to 
receive from NRC a revised request form for a B1 visa, with the correct necessary details 
including Home Address (a registered mail that we sent to the so-called “postal address” in   
Tel Aviv was returned to sender). 
 
The GPO is genuinely willing to open a new page with your newspaper and rebuild our mutual 
trust – all in sake of a genuine professional journalism. A new correspondent will not be held 
responsible for mistakes made in the past and we will do our utmost to start off on the right 
foot and build good working relations with the newcomer. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nitzan Chen 

 
 

Director 
Government Press Office 

 


